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SUBJECT: VOA BROADCASTS TO THE USSR 

REF: MOSCOW 3341-C 

1 . USIA AND DEPARTMENT ARE CONCERNED THAT EMBASSY FINDS 
THAT VOA'S APPROACH HAS "CHANGED NOTICEABLY IN RECENT 
WEEKS." 

2. IF EMBASSY'S CONCLUSION IS BASED SOLELY ON FACT THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY HEAVIER COVERAGE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS STORIES, THE EXPLANATION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD: 

HEAVIER COVERAGE REFLECTS BOTH THE ADMINISTRATION'S AND 
U.S. PUBLIC'S FOCUS ON THE ISSUE. AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE 
NEW HUMAN RIGHTS EMPHASIS. ESPECIALLY AS IT AFFECTS U.S.- 
SOVIET RELATIONS HAS GENERATED LIVELY AND VOCAL DEBATE. 
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MEDIA COVERAGE, BOTH IN THE UNITED STATES AND ABROAD, HAS 
BEEN EXTRAORDINARILY HEAVY. VOA HAS. OF COURSE, REPORTED 
THE STATEMENTS THAT HAVE EMANATED FROM OFFICIAL SOURCES 
AND THE SUBSEQUENT DEBATE IN THE PRESS. THIS THE VOA HAS 
A CLEAR MANDATE TO DO; IT REPORTS THE NEWS AS IT OCCURS 
AND TELLS ITS LISTENERS HOW PUBLIC OPINION REACTS TO IT, 

LARGELY AS REFLECTED IN DOMESTIC US AND FOREIGN MEDIA. 
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3. IF, ON OTHER HAND, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT, APART FROM 
INCREASED VOLUME OF COVERAGE, TONE AND APPROACH HAVE 
CHANGED AND THAT GUIDELINES ARE BEING IGNORED, WE NEED 
EXAMPLES OF MATERIALS EMBASSY FINDS OBJECTIONABLE AND/OR 
INAPPROPRIATE. SINCE REFTEL SUGGESTS THAT PART OF 
PROBLEM MAY BE MANNER IN WHICH SOME PROGRAMS ARE VOICED, 
IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE YOUR SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON 
THAT ASPECT OF SITUATION AS WELL. 

4. IN THE MEANTIME, EMBASSY SHOULD KNOW THAT BROADCASTS 
TO THE SOVIET UNION HAVE BEEN UNDER PARTICULARLY CLOSE 
SCRUTINY IN RECENT WEEKS. INDEED, EVERY EFFORT WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE MADE TO HANDLE HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTHER 
SENSITIVE STORIES IN ACCURATE AND BALANCED FASHION. IN 
THIS REGARD, REFTEL, AS WELL AS EMBASSY'S EARLIER 
COMMUNICATIONS, ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

VANCE 
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